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was born in Paris. That at least two of its component elements—the all-important technique and many of the scores—were of non-Russian origin does not necessarily detract from an accomplishment that proved a landmark in the history of the ballet throughout the world.
L'AXCIEX REGIME: AX APPRAISAL
To those who had the good fortune to belong to the upper levels of the social'structure, life in Russia on the eve of the First World War was not devoid of interest and charm, particularly if they happened to reside in St. Petersburg or Moscow and were reconciled to the rigors of the climate. There was intense intellectual activity, as indicated by the wide range of the political press and by diversity of currents in literature, painting, music, and the theater. The imperial court, contrary to what might have been expected, was not the center of social life. Court functions were rare, formal, and insufferably dull. Several of the grand duchesses and society matrons, however, kept salons which set" the tone for the capital and the provinces. Outside the narrow circle of the tsar's and tsarina's personal friends, it was fashionable to be critical of the existing order, and the vast majority of educated Russians were probably, in some degree, in sympathy with the opposition. The State Duma was the rallying point of the politically-minded; parliamentary debates on the main issues were heatedly discussed in the press and elsewhere. Social conventions were less crystallized and less uniformly followed than in the Anglo-Saxon countries, leaving greater freedom of personal choice and introducing in social intercourse an element of the unexpected. For instance, the principal meal of the day, obed, or dinner, might be served at any time from noon to 10 p.m. Since it was customary both to make unannounced calls and to invite the visitor to partake of the family meal, a judicious arrangement of visits might have brought ample gustatory reward. Ties with western Europe were intimate and seemingly real. Children in Russian upper- and middle-class families were usually brought up by French, German, or, less frequently, English governesses; foreign books and journals were widely read; and European capitals and resorts were crowded with Russians. Familiarity with foreign languages and literature and visits abroad are not, however, conclusive evidence that the traditional estrangement of Muscovy from the west was over. In tlie process of transplantation to an alien soil, foreign ideas and practices inevitably suffer transformation and sometimes distor-

